
Administrative 
Pre-transport Algorithm 

for Perinatal Care
 

Does your facility have a 
transport policy?

Refer to your facility policy 
and EMTALA guidelines on 

all transport decisions

No

Refer to EMTALA 
guidelines and 

requirements when 
determining a need to 

transport

Transport policies should 
include guidance on who is 

considered a Qualified 
Medical Person 

The health of the fetus 
must be considered when 
determining if the mother 

has a serious medical 
condition

Are transfer agreements 
completed

Complete the WAPC 
obstetric and neonatal 

self-assessments 
(perinatalweb.org)

Yes

No

Yes Yes

Establish transfer 
agreements with hospitals 

in referral

No

Is the patient a pregnant 
woman with a serious 

medical condition?

You are ready to begin 
transporting patients.

Yes

Yes

No

Is the patient an infant with 
a potentially serious 
medical condition?

Provide routine care and 
monitoringYes No

Defined levels of care for 
obstetric and neonatal 

services provide a 
framework for 

understanding and 
developing relationships 
between facilities in an 
integrated system. For 
more information see 
"The Triple Aim and 
Risk-based Perinatal 

Care: Improving Care in 
the Era of Quality 

Improvement." (This 
publication is available at 

perinatalweb.org.)

Are perinatal levels 
of care complete?

Go to the 
Maternal 
Transport 
Algorithm

Go to the 
Neonatal 
Transport 
Algorithm
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